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. . . ^ %•.;: implies that the Russians may have I 
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ri»?^ T &By.MiCHABr ; LEDB£^f <i^ffi?a^n4^ble 'tor the GIA% refuse#>senko,v%* ver*s agents lift postWfflm tne soviet 
' Although most pei^le, are convinced <- and the: Russian came to America,, wherg r delegation to the United Nations. Ana 
that -innumerable* secrets -’of jour nation’s A told his story: There had bean noi con-- C VFedora" confirmed Nosenko s story, point 

life lie burled in. the. vaults of;the govern- ^Uhection whatsoever, ;Nosenkosaid v betweei?.^ by point However, some of the iMormation 

meat's archives, a'waiting the expiration of a Oswald and Soviet intelligence. -V; supplied by Nosenko and confirmed by 

75-year restrictions before coming to light,/ *&•» Many experts" at the Agen^S^mbtedaK.^’fedora" to*™* “J'* 0 £ 
few could have dreamed of the information v'^Nosenko’s credibility; and eventually came f: suggests that 

Edward Jay-_Epstein has spm^w -un<^v-.^n to f :be j 1 e V e that he had been sent over as a0, were P*rt of the Soviet disinformation nrt-. 
ered and analyzed in one ^^'y^^^^disiiifonnatioa'' agent,” who told ; the^,w>rk. / . , „ . m .' ' 

most important books: ^j^CAmericans what they wanted to heari*ani, : |^' r (-All of this would be sufficient to make 
Thd book’s subtitle is somewhat mJs- ^thus protected Soviet interests. Mr. Ep- ;S.?:the Epstein book significant, for rarely 
leading; for while ./‘Legend” ^contains -a. .v^stein supports this* theory, and his case.is^vt have we been given a view of the counter-. 

. a ' 1 1 " ■ ". ' " • ’T'^ aU tte~, more convincing because he pro^;intellig«ice process so taadami so seriws. 
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^Legend: The Secret ^planted one of their agents-a “mote"-* 

Lee Harvey 'OwcoM^gra^ through two -Athe American counterintelligence establish- 

By Edward Jay Epstein, McGra t^^Vchannels: t«±nological devices and Soviet ; ment that was evaluating Nosenko’s infor- 
HdL 382 pages. 02.95^ « defectors; In the case of information about x nation. An im portan t Soviet defector tola 

- * . . . , — KGB, the, jatter is virtually the only ^the CIAm the ,1950s that such a plant had 

wealth- of information, about Kmedy~ as*4Misoun»^How/could itbe otherwisef.In the z& occurred, and the presence^ of a- “mole 
caqrfn Lee Harvey Oswald, its real subject i^niost'clbsed organization of a closed sod- mightexplain how “Fedora , knew enough 
is ; the deadly internatlonaT straggle 'e^’pOTetreition’ by 5 American agents is*^ to be able to corroborate Nosenko a lies. 

- tween* the -intdligiince '' service of ^ths^’ next'to'impb^ble; and this difflculty. pro- Cv-i’} It is specially interesting, in hght of mis 
United States'and the Soviet tftiioa. In a-se-^rduces-tito^reliance on- defectors. But the-.< r possibility, that several years afterthe ». 
riesof fascinating and provocative connects®; Russians are well aware of tins,' and, ever >-;v.wald incident, Nosenko was rehabilitated 
tionstf Mr^-Epstein leads.us fromOm!rald’s ^isinceith^4917 0 ;revolution ; they,ihave at- s ; by the CIA, and his accusers were purged 
Martoe-yeais.at,a top-secret D-2 hase-to:^tsn^^->i^iPM,; ■ ostensible „ .defectors ;; -part of the general* rage: which swept 
Japan; to the trial of Francis Gary FowerslSwithih j?estem. intelligence structures in - through Washington in -.the. wake of pet. 
^InMoscoW.vthrough an an-ay of KGB; 'Vi . revelations leaked by the Pike- and Church 

ban and European agents; to the asshssfam* 1 -^ committed: Epstein’s book is jn one 


vtioD dre^Oy-in Dallas... It is impo^ible ty^cal: rThe -4, the first reply from those who were te, 

to read these pages wifiiout believing t&ar.^toe^ iieeded information about ; ; • yictlim of that period, and “Legend will 

Oswald- at a minimum- had collateratoi' 1^' Oswald’s Soviet connection, but by its very ^ ? r undoubtedly become part of t ho general ae* 

; with ‘the' KGB ’during- fils 4 years in the ^° m: ^ ie So*v"‘ bate over the CIA which is about to begin | 
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Hgence' enper^ then had to evaluate the * 
possibility, that- the^‘Pi*csident had b em ' 
murdered by an agent of a foreign country, / 
and there* was plenty of evidence to sug- 
gest, that Oswald was av&GB agent This ? 
was profoundly threatening to FBI director 
J. Edgar Hoover, who had somehow failed 
to place* Oswald funder surveillance, and 
who consequently dreaded the thought that - 
he might be branded criminally negligent v. 
in' the events of November 22, 19®. But tlie ; 
possi)Dility that the Americans might &&., 
cide that/'a , Soviet agent had murdeml 
Kennedy, y/as also threatening to.the Rus- 
sians— regardless of the truth of the mat-^ 
ter. So it was not inconceivable that events' 
of catastrophic proportions might hinge on 
the answer to the question: Who was Lee > 
Harvey Oswald?' 

At the very moment that American ex- ? 
perts were trying to answer this question 
by piecing together the jigsaw puzzle of Os- 
wald’s life, a Soviet citizen named Yuri No* : 
senko defected to the CIA in Geneva and 
claimed to be the KGB official who had su- * 
pervised the Oswald file in Russia. No- 
senko had established a connection with 
the CIA two years* earlier, liad passed 
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and now insisted that he was defecting be- 
cause the Russians had discovered his. 
treachery. Nosenko told the CIA that he 
might be killed if he were 6)0 1 

defect. Under the circumstances, it was 
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